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“* The Play’s the thing” —Ask for Thomas’s Observer. 


COVENT GARDEN THEATRE. 
’ THE Tragedy of Hamlet was represented at this Theatre last 
night, and Mr. Hamblin personated, for the first time at this house, 
the Princely Dane. Mr. Hamblin is not new to our stage, 
though he has been for several years inAmerica,where as manager 
offtheBowery Theatre he is said to have madea large fortuue. Mr. 
Hamblin’s performance was barely respectable, for he occasionally 
ranted dreadfully, when his voice became very unpleasant; he’ was 
however favorably received and called forward at the end, a triek 
so common that it is no longera compliment. The Forest of Bondy 
was the afterpiece, and was extremely well} acted, though we 
don’t see the propriety of casting T. P. Cooke for the part of 
Aubri ; it was always played by what the French call le yeune 
premier.—The house was very thin till half-price. 
DRURY LANE THEATRE. 

YESTERDAY evening we had a Tragedy by an American au- 
thor at this Theatre, Howard Payne’s Brutus, (though by the 
way it is but a compilation from thePlays on the same subject by 
Cumbe.!and, Lee, Downman, and Duncombe,) which was acted 
for the first time these two years, that Mr. Forrest might perso- 
nate the character from which the Play takes its title. Mr. For- 
rest’s performance of Brutus, though it will not greatly enhance 
will not injure his reputation,his forte lies in boisterous declamation, 
and theportrayal of violent passions,& those parts of the character 
which gave scope for the display of his peculiar talent, he made the 
most of ; his curse of Tarquin he gave with terrific truth& energy’; 
it elicited three rounds of applause ; his last act was, in compari- 
son with what Kean did for it, very ineffective, and went off with 
but little applause. He was called forward at the end of the 
Play, but the call not being as unanimons as it sometimes is, he 
seemed to obey the summons with reluctance. Sheridan’s amus- 
ing Comedy of The Critic, which followed the Tragedy, intro- 
duced another American actor, a Mr. Barrett, in the part of Puff. - 
This gentleman should in our opinion be rather thinking of taking 
his final leave of the stage, than entering on a fresh career, 
the ravages of time begin to shew themselves in the most marked 
manner both in his form and features, and despite rouge, and all 
the accessories of the toilette, he looks any age from 45 to 55. 
He is tall, too tall for the stage, his carriage inelegant, he has an 
inexpressive,and by no means a handsome face, and a voice without 
any flexibility; what could have induced the lessee to have engag- 
ed him we cannot conceive, unless it was his coming from Ameriea, 
He is not a positive bad actor, but he is as far removed froma 
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good one; Mr. Baker, whom he somewhat resembles, would have 
played Puff quite as well. A puff which Mr.Barrett introduced 
in his part for Mr. Forrest called forth the most unequivocable 
symptoms of disapprobation, and several persons said it was in 
vary bad taste to puff his countryman ; for our own part we are 
inclined to think Mr, Barrett is pot a fellow countryman witb 
Mr, Forrest, but an Irishman, for he appeared to have a strong 
taste ef the brogue. The Comedy was not well acted; Bartley 
is the worst representative of Sir Fretful Plagiary we 
ever saw; he can neither look or act the part. Warde and 
Brindal were careless. Mrs. Humby and Mrs. Jones, as Tilbu- 
rina and her coufidant were the only performers who deserve 
praise ; they were excellent. The entertainments concluded 
with the Romance of Blue Beard.—There was a very good 
heuse, thé pit and galleries. were so inconveniently crowded 
that the opening scene of TheCritic was for some time inaudible 
from the noise of contending parties for seats. 

oe Vasihionable Lounges. 

To the Editor of the Theatrical Gbserver. 








Dear Mr. Eniton,—Just wish to say a word—beg pardon—but will you | 


axcuse me—!I haveto mention that I’ve arranged so as to rub shoulders with my 
friends and the fashionable worid at one or other of the Grand Lounges about town. 
After witnessing the Adelphi performances, 1 drop intoWhite’s celebrated Cigar 
Depot, 415, Strand, tvom which place I address you—fill my box with exquisite 
suuff!—cliooie a real Havannah !—delightful lounge, and choice company— 
advise a!l my friends to go. 

On Monday, visit The Western Exchange Bazaar, 10, Old Bond Street,—most 
splendid place—completely rebuilt since the late calamitous fire—thronged by 
the élite of society, who all seem eager to p2tronise and encourage this Emporium 
of fashion, taste,&economy.—Pop in by the private entrance, 14, BurlingtonArcade. 

First thing after my return on Morday, reload my Palmer's Pocnet Toilet ready 
for my Saturday's trip—advise all gallant friends. to call on mio amico in the 
italian Opera Arcade, and view his new Toilette for the ladies—grand vet with 
pzim Aunt Paulina, vows it ‘‘her fret love and her Jast!’’ 

Tuesday, attend a large party of fashionabies to Mapams Tussavun’s inter- 
esting Exhibition, Golden Corinthian Salcon, Baker Strect, Portman Square— saw 
the new additions, correct likenesses of Lord Eldon, Oliver Cromwell, the late 
lamented Malibran, the Duchess of Kent, PrinessVictoria, Lord Hill, &c. &c. 

Why is Perrine’s splendid Winter stock of Hats, like celebrated perfor- 
mers ?—because they are waterprvof iike Reeve—elegant like Vestris—durable 
as Braham—& light as the siep of Taglioui! They are as cheap as the Boxes at 
reduced prices, & as well known as the finest Opera, forPzERR1INGCaps them all. ! 

Wednesday accompanied my Country Cousins to visit KENDALL and Son’s 
Civel Cat, 447, West Strand, they were quite astonished ot the dressing-room 
ornaments, b:joutiere, perfumery, toilets, workboxes, &c.—purchased an-im- 
mense quantity of Christmas presents—they mean to advise all their friends to go. 

Friday, step into Turrill’s, 250 Regent Street, cannot help expressing my ad- 
miration at his beautiful and costly articles for Sale, consisting of Dressing 
Cases, Writing Desks, Work Boxes, Jewel Cases, Cutlery, &c. Most splendid 
collection—equal to the best exhibition inLondon—the inventions truly wondeful. 

Cailed on friend Evans at his Hotel, Piazza, Covent Garden, to visit his 
splencidCoffee Room, had an excellent coffee-room dinner for 2s, After my refresh- 
ment popt into the Harmonic Meeting held down stairs as usual, so pleased 
stayed there a week, for which I only paid a Guinea for bed & breakfast, by 
the bye an excellent Table d’ Hole every Wednesday at half-past 5, 

On Saturday, 1 examine Miss Lindwood’s curious Needle-Work, Leicester 
square—just added other beautiful specimens of her art. 

Every evening. after the Theatre, 1 and my friends cress over from é«ussell 
Court, to Bretrt’s in Drury Lane, (No, 109,) for a fers glasses of G’nger, or 
Muiled Elder, or other British Vines; when I poy a bottle or two into my 
pocket, witha single bottle of Breli’s British Cognac, for since Mrs. Pry’se »n- 
nection with the Tempernce Society she take - «he latter article only medicinially. 
wut IT intrude beg pardon—Your’s &c.—PAUL PRY . 














Theatre Royal, Covent Garden. 


This Evening, the Drama o 


QUASIMODO, 


Or, the Beil-Ringer of NotreDame 
Claude Frollo, MrG. BENNETT, 
The Grand Provost ...........-. Mr THOMPSON, 
Phoebus de Chateaupers, Mr COLLINS, 
Ernest, Mr.WEBSTER, Gringoire, Mr WEBSTER, 
Quasimodo, Mr H. WALLACK, 
Clopin, MrRANSFORD, in which he will introduce 
‘Tun &¥PSEY KING.’ 
Esmeralda, Miss VINCENT, 








Madame Gondelaurier,........e00. Miss PELHAM, 
Fleurde Lys, Miss LACEY, 
I. ode: vcs kaon eek eeeeeee oo. Mrs W, WEST, 


Julie, Mrs GARRICK. 


After which, the Nautical Melo-Drama, called 


HE PLLOT, 


4. Tale of the Sea. 
ThePilot, M:iG.BENNETT, Czpt.Barnstable, MrPRITCHARD, 
Capt. Borougheliffe,MrW EBSTER, Capt.Manson,MrTHOMAS, 
Long Tom Coffin, (the Coxswain) Mr T. P. COOKE, 

Colonel Howard, MrTHOMPSON, YoungMerry, MrFENTON, 

Sergeant Drill, MrM’IAN, Lieut.Griffith, MrJ.WEBSTER, 

Captain of the Alacrity, Mr HARRIS, 
Kate Plowder, Miss VINCENT, Cicilia, Miss LAND 
lrishwoman, Mrs;GARKICK. P 
To conclude with, (13th time) an entirely New Original Drama 
called 


The Country Squire ! 


OR, TWO DAYS AT THE HALL. 








e Squire Broadlands ....... woes» Mr W. FARREN, 
\ Horace Aure'ius Selwood, Mr J. WEBSTER, 
| George Selwood ..... ..e =... Mr PRITCHARD, 


\] Sparrow, Mr WEBSTER, 
F Richard, Mr J. SMITH, Samuel, Mr COLLETT, 
Williams, Mr PAULO, 
Fanny Markham ............ Miss VINCENT, 
Sophy Herbert, Miss LEE, 
Temperance, Mrs GLOVER, Alice, Miss Nicholson. 


‘To-morrow, there will be no Performance, — 
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Theatre Royal, Drury Lane. 








This Evening, Shakspeare’s Tragedy of 


KING LEAR. 


King Lear.,........... Mr EDWIN FORREST 
Duke of Burgundy, Mr HOOPER, 
Duke of Cornwall, ....0660 ssssssees Mr BAKER, 
Duke of Albany, Mr BRINDAL, 
Earl of Gloster..................Mr MATHEWS, 
Earl of Kent, Mr BARTLEY, 

Oawald, ...cccccsvcccccvccesccses De MRADOWS, 
Edgar, Mr COOPER, 
bea, «.« 0.5 + 0 v0 000 0000008 40500065 0 We, 
Cordelia, Miss TAYLOR, 

Regan, ..... ....++e.e-0++-Mrs W. CLIFFORD, 
Goneril, Miss SOMERVILLE. 











To conclude with, (7th Time at this Theatre) the Opera of 


The Mountain Syliph 
Donald, ........ (betrothed to Jessie) ........ Mr WILSON, 
Christie, (his Rival} Mr DURUSET, 

Hela, ( Wizard of the Glen) Mr H. PHILLIPS, 
Astaroth, MrF.Sutton, Bailie Macwhapple, Mr BEDFORD, 
Witches :—Morna,MrS.Jones,E!psa,MrTolkien Kelpie,MrButler, 
Eolia,(theMountainSy!ph,—her original character ) Miss ROMER, 

Etheria, (the Sylphide Queen) Miss PINCOTT, }; 
AttendantSylph,MissMARSHALL, DameGourlie,MissSomerville, a 
Jessie, (her Daughter) Miss F. HEALY. 
INTERIOR OF A SCOTCH FARM. 
HIGHLAND FLING. 
Appearance of the Wizard of the Glen! 


INCANTATION! 


The Witches’ Ocean Haunt. Cavern of the Wizard. with Cauldron, and 
Preparations for the Infernal Invocation. 


Assembly ‘of the Witches, preceded by their Imps and Reptiles. 
The Sea Controlled by the Spell. Appearance of Astaroth, 


And approach of the Salamanders from their Caves.—Completion of the Charm.— 
Dance of Demons, and eccentric Scenic display. 


Open Glade in a Forrest. Distant View of the Village Church. 


SALAMANDRINE CAVERNS. 
ABODE OF THE SYLPHIDE QUEEN. 
~ "Foemorrow there will be no Performance. 
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